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CULMINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting 
on 13th May 2025  

 

1.0 Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Jo Mear 
 
2.0 Annual Reports of the Parish Council and Other Groups/Committees for 

the Year 2024-25 
 
a) Cllr Matthew Seabrook, Culmington Parish Council Chair’s Annual Report:  

Cllr Seabrook thanked everyone for attending. He reported the very sad 
passing of ex-councillor Mrs Jenny Norton. He thanked Cecilia Motley for 
23 years as councillor to the Corvedale and welcomed Cllr Colin Stanford 
who is her replacement. He thanked John Turley for over 55 years as a 
parish councillor and Ian Steele and Andrew Pike for there terms as Chair 
and Vice Chair and Mary Holland for many years of service. All have 
stood down as councillors. He thanked Jeff Williams and his team for their 
work on the footpaths around the parish, Dave Lewis for his work as the 
environmental maintenance officer and Hugh Disley as the Emergency 
Officer. The main achievements during the year have been the installation 
of a second vehicle activated sign, working with Shropshire Council and 
Mr Turley on alleviating flooding on Seifton Lane, working with Shropshire 
Council to try to improve the speed on the B4365 and obtaining a tree 
preservation order on the limes and pines opposite the village hall. He 
also thanked the Parish Clerk. 

b) Cecilia Motley, Shropshire Council: This report will be made available on 
the website. Cllr Colin Stanford thanked Cecilia for her many years as a 
councillor. He sees his role as a conduit between parishioners; the parish 
council and Shropshire Council and he will be holding the new 
administration to account. He has a good working relationship with Stuart 
Anderson MP and John Campion, Police and Crime Commissioner which 
will help him in his role representing the Corvedale. If anyone has any 
issues, they would like to discuss with him his details are on Shropshire 
Council website. 

c) Cllr Jo Mear, Village Hall Committee: Cllr Mear had sent a report – It has 
been a busy year organising a variety of events to cater for all age groups. 
They have been marketing the hall, promoting the website page, and have 
more regular bookings, working closely with other village halls when 
planning events. They are considering a new sign to promote events and 
continue to raise funds for the extension. They have drafted a new 
governing document and are waiting for changes to the land registry 
entry. Lunch clubs and coffee mornings are regular events and there have 
been two celebrations when the beacon has been lit to mark D-Day and 
the 80th anniversary of the end of the war. The AGM is on the 20th May 
and Avril Enston, the treasurer is stepping down, so a replacement is 
needed. Cllr Mear thanked all of those who support the hall, and they look 
forward to future events and the new extension. 

d) Cllr Carol Byng, Flood Action Group: the group have had a very proactive 
year working hard to sustain relationships with the Shropshire Council, the  
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Environment Agency, and Shropshire Wildlife Trust. There have been 
several multi-agency meetings to keep the main issues alive and 
recording progress. It has been another challenging year of flooding 
becoming worse and more frequent. The main defences are monitor the 
highways drains and the ‘slow the flow’ natural flood management 
programme. The second phase of the programme is underway with 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust as project manager which was launched in 
November 2024 which a very large attendance and positive reception and 
Stuart Anderson, MP wishes to be kept informed of developments.  Peter 
Lines has been elected to the English Severn and Wye Regional Flood 
and Coast Committee, and we have just begun online attendance of the 
National Flood Forum Group. The relationship between the group and the 
Parish Council and its Environmental Maintenance Officer is critical, and 
the emerging Emergency Plan for the Parish Council will be the same 
plan as the Flood Action Group’s plan. The group is waiting for training 
from Shropshire Council on emergency procedures. Although the rain 
keeps coming Culmington parish community works together to mitigate 
against the challenges that each flood brings. 

e) Mr Jeff Williams, Culmington Footpath Group send at report: There are 
four active members of the group, Andrew Pike, Peter Lines, Hugh Disley 
and Jeff Williams. Over the year they have worked on Seifton Lane, 
Vernolds Common, Burley, Sparchford, Seifton and Culmington Village 
replacing bridge planks, installing new surfaces on paths, replacing, and 
installing gates and stile footbeds, replacing finger posts and signposts. 
He requested that walkers report things directly to him rather than 
Shropshire Council. Two sets of tools are held which are the property of 
the Parish Council. 

f) Mr Hugh Disley, Emergency Plan: reported that the plan had been 
reviewed with the Parish Council. He was communicating with Shropshire 
Association of Local Councils about the insurance for volunteers who are 
involved during Emergency events. He will bring the updated plan to the 
Parish Council meeting in July. 
 

3.0 Consider Expenditure of the Neighbourhood Fund  
 
The Parish Council holds £3,234.22 which it can spend on infrastructure 
projects in the parish. The following projects were discussed.  
 
a) Village Hall Extension - the village hall requested consideration of various 

smaller items. The council was particularly interested in providing some 
funding towards the cost the works to improve foul drainage as it is 
Custodian Trustee of the hall. 

b) All Saint’s Church Repairs – the PCC needs to restore and protect the 
West Norman tower of the church and is seeking funding to carry out 
these repairs to prevent further damage and prevent the risk of falling 
plaster. 

c) Village Gateways – to consider installing gateways on the western 
entrance to the village. There were concerns about the cost of the gates 
and the cost of installation is not yet known.  

d) Other Projects - Repairs to the bus shelter and installation of a bin, 
defibrillator at Seifton. 
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It was decided that the Clerk would investigate the full cost of installing the 
gateways and continue to push Shropshire Council to reduce the speed limit 
on the B4365 to 30MPH and extend it to beyond Clay Lane. Once the costs 
of the gateways are known the Parish Council will reconsider these projects 
and the bin for the bus shelter and decide how to allocate the Neighbourhood 
Fund. The Clerk will ask the Dave Lewis to repair the bus shelter and 
consider a site for the defibrillator at Seifton. There is a charity which provides 
defibrillators for free on the understanding that the parish raises some funds 
for the charity.  

 
4.0 Open Forum – An opportunity for members of the parish to raise issues for 

discussion: A member of the public raised the issue of a very wet area on the 
bridleway near Brooklyn. The Clerk will contact Mr Williams to see what can 
be done to improve this. 
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