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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting on Tuesday 4th February 2025  

 
Present: Councillors Mr M Seabrook (Chair), Mr A Pike (Vice Chair), Mrs C Byng,  
Mrs M Holland, Ms J Mear, Mr I Steele, Mr J Turley. In Attendance: Cllr Cecilia 
Motley (Shropshire Council) and H Coonick (Clerk/RFO). 
 

1. Receive Apologies for Absence: Cllr Mr Ian Alderson 
2. Declarations of Interest relating to this meeting: None 
3. Public Involvement Session: A member of the public asked the council to 

consider moving the Vehicle Activated Sign on the western entrance to the village 
further to the West to alert traffic earlier and to install village gateways.  This 
request is supported by ten members of the parish who live on or near to the 
B4368.  The Clerk will investigate whether Shropshire Council will agree for the 
sign to be moved further west with the possibility of extending the speed limit 
further west. Also to investigate the cost of village gateways. West Mercia Police 
will be asked for their latest data on traffic speed through the village and to monitor 
speed from the entrance to Culmington Village Hall. This matter will be added to 
the agenda for the next meeting on the 4th March 2025. 

4. Minutes: To approve as a correct record and sign the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on 2nd January 2024:  
RESOLVED: that the minutes were correct and signed by the chair. 

5. Reports from Members 
5.1. Shropshire Council – Cllr Motley reported that Shropshire Council’s (SC) 

financial settlement from the government for 2025-26 was the third lowest in 
the country. The Council complained and received an uplift of £4,000.The 
Council is waiting for a letter from the government about the devolution 
requirement for SC. If they are told they need to join with another authority 
then the local council (not parish) elections may need to be delayed. Telford 
and Wrekin are not keen to join with SC. The Community and Family Hub at 
Ludlow Youth Centre is functioning well with various support services 
available to members of the public. It is hoped to extend this service to 
provide outreach in villages. Cllr Mear asked if it included Domestic Abuse 
Support  as this is a significant problem in Shropshire and Cllr Motley 
confirmed that it does. The Planning Inspectorate have informed SC that 
the Local Plan needs to include an extra 1,000 houses annually. The 
council is reviewing the responses to the consultation on the Recycling 
Centres. The Highways Team are preparing a guidance document for 
parishes that specifies what work they can and cannot do on the highways 
with particular reference to Vehicle Activated Signs and how this work is 
funded. 

5.2. Village Hall Committee– Cllr Mear reported that the Annual General 
Meeting of the committee will be on the 20th May. The committee are 
looking for a new treasurer. The Health and Safety Checks have been 
completed. There is a full calendar of events. 

5.3. Flood Action Group – Cllr Byng reported on a meeting on the 16th January 
2025 with members of the National Flood Forum and Shropshire Wildlife 
Trust (SWT). SWT are due to meet some residents in Westhope. The 
ploughing of fields and enlarging of ponds was discussed. The site visit with 
Culmington Parish Council had been fed back to SWT. They are 
considering more weather stations. No progress had been made with the 
Environment Agency regarding desilting the river in Culmington Village. 
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Shropshire Council is lacking qualified personnel to meet the demand for 
reviewing Sustainable Drainage Systems (SUDS) in planning applications.  
 

6. Planning: 25/00124/FUL - Erection of extensions to existing clubhouse, 
Upper Norton Farm, Onibury. 
RESOLVED: to make a representation that the Parish Council supports the 
application but it wishes to see a review of the management of surface water from 
the extension and the surrounding area needs to be permeable. 

7. Request for a Letter of Support for the All Saints Culmington Church Tower 
Appeal Lottery Application. 
RESOLVED: to write a letter of support for the application. 

8. Consider a Tree Preservation Order on the Limes and Pines in Culmington: 
Shropshire Council would only put a Tree Preservation Order on these trees if they 
were at risk.  

9. Update on the Blocked Bridleway and Contact with the Ramblers 
Association: The Rights of Way Officer (Legal Orders and Enforcement) had 
replied but did not answer the question of whether legal action is being taken.   
RESOLVED: to write to Cllr Robert Macey (Shropshire Council portfolio holder for 
Culture and Digital) to request that the Right of Way is unblocked. 

10. Finance:  
10.1. Authorise Payments: D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance) 689 £63, 

Culmington Village Hall Hire Fee £150. 
RESOLVED: to make the payments. 

10.2. Consider Opening a Savings Account: defer to the next meeting. 
11. Consider Preparations for the Parish Council Elections on 1st May 2025: the 

nomination papers for the election will be available in March.  A piece will be 
placed in Ripples and on notice boards encouraging anyone interested in 
becoming a councillor to contact the Clerk for more information.  
RESOLVED: to change the date of the Annual Parish and Annual Parish Council 
meetings to the 13th May 2025 to allow sufficient time for new councillors to take 
office and receive the agendas for the meetings.  

12. Items for the Parish Council Meeting at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 4th March, 2025. 
a. Discuss the Lack of Action by Connexus regarding their property at The 
Glebelands. b. Consider opening a Savings Account c. update on the blocked 
bridleway. d. update on flooding on Seifton Lane. 

 
The Clerk was asked to write a letter to the Beverley Waite (Mayor of Ludlow), 
Stuart Anderson MP, and Simon Whitehouse (Chief Executive of the Integrated 
Care Board) to express the value that Culmington Parish Council places on 
retaining Ludlow Hospital. 
 
 
Signed:                                    Date:  
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