Culmington Parish Council

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Culmington Parish Council on 5" May 2026

Present: Councillors Mr | Alderson, Mrs C Byng, Mr John Caine, Mrs Jayne Disley,
Mr Adrian Lewis, Mrs J Mear, , and Mrs J Williams. In Attendance: Clir C Stanford
and H Coonick (Clerk/RFO).

26/047

26/048

26/049

26/050

26/051

26/052

26/053

26/054

Election of Chairperson and Vice Chairperson
RESOLVED: to elect Clir Seabrook as Chairperson and Clir Alderson as Vice
Chairperson. ClIr Alderson signed the acceptance form and chaired the meeting.

Receive and Accept Apologies for Absence Clir Mr M Seabrook (attending the

Onibury Annual Parish Meeting re: Proposed Solar Farm), Ms J Watts.
Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations

There were no declarations of interests in items on the agenda.

V.

Minutes: To approve as a correct record and sign the Minutes of the
Extraordinary Meeting of Culmington Parish Council held on 16th March 2026
RESOLVED: to accept the minutes as an accurate record and they were signed
by the Vice Chair.
Readopt the General Power of Competence:
RESOLVED: to readopt the General Power of Competence as the Council fulfils
the requirements as at least two thirds of the members are elected, and the clerk
is qualified with a Certificate in Local Council Administration.
Appointment of Representatives

Village Hall Committee:

RESOLVED: to appoint Clir J Mear

Flood Action Group Committee:

RESOLVED: to appoint Clir J Disley

South Shropshire Area Committee:

No councillor was appointed. Agendas will be reviewed and a councillor will

attend if it is felt appropriate.
Review and Adopt:

Code of Conduct

RESOLVED: to readopt the Code of Conduct

Standing Orders

RESOLVED: to readopt the Standing Orders

Financial Regulations

RESOLVED: to readopt the Financial Regulations

System of Internal Controls
RESOLVED: to adopt the System of Internal Controls with an amendment to
the number of Ordinary Parish Council meetings per year.

Finance:

Review the Annual Report: the report was reviewed and the carry forward of
non-ringfenced money was £3,816.78 of which was £3,518.82 was reserves.
A higher than previous reserve is held to allow for repairs to the two Vehicle
Activated Signs which are no longer under guarantee. The asset register
recorded assets to the value of £10,214 with a replacement value of £14,591.
Confirm the Bank Signatories:

RESOLVED: for Clirs M Seabrook, | Alderson, J Mear, and J Watts to remain
as full signatories with the Clerk, H Coonick, as a delegate user. There
remains the requirement for two full signatories to authorise any payments.
Agree Insurance Provision:

RESOLVED: that the quote offered by Zurich at £241 provided adequate
cover and was the cheapest quote.
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VI.

Culmington Parish Council

Note Receipts and Confirm Precept Received is Correct: the precept of
£5,489 has been received from Shropshire Council and is correct.
Authorise Regular Payments and Direct Debits: Hugo Fox Website Fee
Annual DD £143.86 pa, Hugo Fox Email Fee DD £2.99 pm, Information
Commissioner Annual DD for £47, Lloyds Bank Fee Monthly DD £4.25
(amounts include VAT where applicable).
RESOLVED: to authorise the above annual and monthly payments.
Authorise Payments: Insurance, D Lewis (Environmental Maintenance) inv
956 £133.00 + 984 £40, H Coonick (Clerk) Inks and Postage £39.54
Shropshire Association of Local Councils Affiliation Fee £264.37
RESOLVED: to authorise the above payments.
Confirm the Environmental Maintenance Contract Expenditure was Within
Grant Conditions:
RESOLVED: to confirm that the grant expenditure was within grant conditions.
Confirm the Dates of the Parish Council Meetings for 2026-27: the dates of
Ordinary meetings will be 2" June, 7" July, 15t September, 61" October, 3
November, 51" January 2027, 2" February, 2"¢ March and the Annual Meetings
will be held on the 4" May 2027.
Update on Proposed Solar Farm at Upper Norton: The Clerk reported that she
and ClIr Seabrook had met with Cllr Jon Reardon-Smith of Bitterley Parish
Council to discuss how the Solar Farms in that parish had impacted the area. Clir
Seabrook will report back to the next parish council meeting on what was
discussed at the Onibury Parish meeting which he is presently attending. Clir
Alderson read out a letter from residents of Vernolds Common and Burley
‘Although we realise that an application has not yet been made, we wisht to put
on record our concerns for the development of a solar farm at Onibury, which will
be adjacent to our properties. We feel that it is an inappropriate choice of land,
this land has been farmed for decades with the environment a high priority. It has
been in several environmental schemes which have included soil protection,
hedgerow management, many rare and protected species of plants birds and
insects were found during a recent ‘Bio-Blitz’ carried out on the farm and we are
concerned that Shropshire Council felt that there was no need for an
Environmental Impact Assessment. Footpath, waterways will all be affected by
any building carried out. We are also concerned about the amount of disruption
that there will be, not only to nature, but also along the single-track lanes which
surround the development and were obviously not designed for heavy
construction traffic. We have significant concerns about the longer-term effects of
glare, noise and the value of house prices. We hope that in the event of an
application being made that Culmington Parish Council will take our concerns
into account’ The clerk reported that the Council has received emails from seven
households within the area of the Solar Farm asking to record their objection.
Update on the Blocked Bridleway: Shropshire Council report that a Mapping
and Enforcement Officer visited the bridleway on the 9" March. He reported that
the route was open and available for the public to pass. He noted a damaged
finger post, overgrown surface vegetation, a gate needing repair, and hedging
needing to be removed. Shropshire Council is contracting the landowner and
Countryside Maintenance Team to deal with these matters and will request
updates on progress.
Items for the Parish Council Meeting at 7pm on 2"? June 2026 a. Update on
the Proposed Solar Farm b. Annual Audit and Accountability Return. c. Graham
Donaldson, West Mercia Rural and Business Crime Officer.

Signed: Date:
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