
Culmington Parish Council 

Chair’s Foreword 
As Chair of Culmington Parish Council, I am pleased to present this Annual Report for 2025–

2026. 

Firstly, I would like to welcome, new to the Council, Cllr Caine, Cllr Disley, Cllr Lewis and Cllr 

Williams This year has been one of both challenge and progress. The Council has continued 

to work hard on behalf of residents, addressing key issues such as road safety, flooding, and 

the maintenance of our road network, verges, ditches, and other spaces around the Parish. 

We have strengthened our governance arrangements, maintained a positive financial 

position, and supported a range of community projects. At the same time, we are mindful of 

the increasing pressures on local government and the potential changes that may affect 

parish councils and our additional duties in the coming years. 

I would like to thank all fellow councillors, our Clerk, and all the volunteers and community 

groups who have, and continue to contribute so much to parish life. Your dedication is both 

noted and invaluable to us. 

Annual Report 2025–2026 
This report provides a detailed overview of the work, achievements and challenges faced by 

Culmington Parish Council from April 2025 to March 2026. It reflects the Council’s 

continued commitment to representing residents, maintaining local infrastructure and 

working collaboratively with neighboring Parishes and SCC. 

1. Council Activity and Governance 
The Parish Council has met regularly throughout the year, ensuring that all statutory duties 

and responsibilities have been met. Meetings have been well attended, with active 

participation from our councillors in discussions and decision-making. 

In response to increasing administrative demands and financial pressures, the Council 

reviewed its working arrangements. It was agreed to reduce the Clerk’s contracted hours 

slightly from April 2026 and to discontinue the April meeting, with key financial matters 

instead being addressed in May and June. 

2. Finance Overview 
The Council has maintained a strong financial position, with careful monitoring of income 

and expenditure throughout the year. For the financial year 2024–25, total income 

amounted to £9,851 and expenditure totalled £9,695. The Council’s asset base remains 

significant at £311,376, including its custodial interest in the Village Hall. 



During 2025–26, expenditure has remained within budget, supported by prudent financial 

management and external grant funding, including the Environmental Maintenance Grant. 

The Council has continued to ensure value for money while maintaining essential services. 

For the 2026–27 financial year, the Council set a precept of £5,489, representing an increase 

of 6.73%. This increase reflects rising operational costs, including compliance requirements 

such as domain-hosted email services and banking charges. The Council has sought to 

balance these pressures while remaining mindful of the wider cost-of-living challenges 

faced by all of our residents. 

3. Highways and Road Safety 
Highways and road safety have remained a key priority. The Council has continued to raise 

concerns regarding vehicle speeds on the B4365 and B4368, particularly in relation to 

pedestrian safety and traffic associated with local businesses. 

Work has included engagement with Shropshire Council Highways, the Police and Crime 

Commissioner, and West Mercia Police. Efforts have focused on pursuing speed limit 

reductions, improving signage, and exploring additional safety measures such as traffic 

surveys and engineering solutions. 

Despite ongoing engagement, progress has been constrained by limited resources at county 

level and delays in obtaining responses. The Council will continue to advocate strongly for 

improvements in road safety. 

4. Flooding and Environmental Management 
Flooding continues to present a significant challenge within the parish. The Council has 

worked closely with the Flood Action Group, Shropshire Council, the Environment Agency 

and Shropshire Wildlife Trust to address both immediate and long-term issues. 

A key achievement has been the successful desilting of the outflow at Seifton Brook, which 

has improved drainage and is expected to reduce flooding on Seifton Lane. The Council has 

also supported the ongoing 'Slow the Flow' natural flood management programme. I would 

like to thank John Turley for his persistence and determination in achieving this positive 

outcome. 

The development of a Parish Emergency Plan, aligned with the Flood Action Group, is 

progressing and will provide a coordinated response framework for future incidents. We 

would like to recognize all involved and thank Mr Disley for his valuable knowledge and 

input regarding this. 

5. Community Infrastructure and Projects 
The Council has continued to invest in local infrastructure through the use of the 

Neighbourhood Fund and other resources. During the year, contributions were made 

towards repairs to All Saints Church and improvements to drainage at the Village Hall. 



Additional projects have included repairs to the village bus shelter, installation of a waste 

bin, and exploration of further initiatives such as village gateways and the installation of a 

defibrillator in Seifton. 

The Council was also successful in securing the retention of the public telephone box, 

recognising its importance in an area with limited mobile coverage and potential emergency 

use. 

6. Planning and Development 
The Council has considered a number of planning applications over the year and has sought 

to represent the views of the community. Applications relating to the Village Hall and other 

developments were reviewed and supported where appropriate. 

Councillors have expressed concern regarding the potential reduction in the influence of 

parish councils within the planning system, particularly in light of proposed national 

changes and increasing development pressures. 

7. Rights of Way and Footpaths 
The Parish benefits from an active Footpath Group, which continues to undertake 

maintenance and improvements across the local network. Work has included repairs to 

bridges, installation of gates and stiles, and replacement of signage. 

The issue of a blocked bridleway has remained unresolved despite sustained efforts by the 

Council, including escalation to Shropshire Council and engagement with elected 

representatives. Resource constraints at county level have limited progress, but we 

continue to raise this matter as a concern to the relevant bodies. 

8. Community Safety and Policing 

The Council has maintained engagement with West Mercia Police and other partners to 

address issues of rural crime and community safety. Priorities identified for the parish 

include farm thefts, speeding and wildlife crime. A big thank you to Cllr Caine for his 

WhatsApp group which alerts our neighbours when there are issues in the Parish. 

Concerns have been raised regarding reduced police resources and their impact on rural 

areas. The Council will continue to advocate for adequate policing support. 

9. Emergency Planning 
Work is ongoing to strengthen the parish’s emergency preparedness. In addition to the 

Emergency Plan, consideration is being given to introducing a community communication 

system to facilitate rapid information sharing during emergencies. 

10. Future Challenges and Opportunities 
The Council is facing a number of emerging challenges, including financial pressures on 

Shropshire Council and the potential devolution of services to parish level. These changes 

may result in additional responsibilities and financial implications for the parish. 



The Council will continue to monitor developments closely and engage with partners to 

ensure that the interests of residents are protected. 

11. Community Engagement 

The Council recognises the importance of community involvement and continues to support 

local groups and initiatives. The contribution of volunteers across the parish is highly 

valued and essential to maintaining the vibrancy of the community. Anyone interested in 

volunteering is encouraged to come forward. 

12. Acknowledgements 
The Council would like to thank all councillors, Heather Coonick our Clerk for her excellent 

minuting skills, organizing and maintaining communications with all the relevant council 

departments. Thank you to all the volunteers, and residents for their contributions over the 

past year. Special recognition is given to Councillor John Turley for over 55 years of 

dedicated service to the Parish Council. 

Conclusion 
The past year has demonstrated the Council’s resilience and commitment in the face of 

ongoing challenges. We remain focused on supporting the community, improving local 

infrastructure, and preparing for future changes in local government responsibilities. 

Thank you. 


